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have won that pale halo of medieval saintship, which, as
it was, he did not gain. But England would have been
lost to Christianity.1
'England would have been lost to Christianity*' Ultimately,
England might have been reconverted. But the clock would
have been put back for centuries.
It is in the period between Alfred and the Norman Conquest
that the doctrine of the inevitable tendency, and the doctrine
that any age preceding a period of violent change must itself
be a period of 'hollow calm' or 'inertness5 01; 'decadence'
works the greatest mischief.
The Normans won the Battle of Hastings. Therefore, it is
argued, they must have deserved to win: it must have been all
in the inevitable order of progress. The Normans must have
been progressive; the Anglo-Saxons must have been decadent.
Anglo-Saxon civilization is maligned, in order that the defeat
of Hastings may be shown to be inevitable.
And so we get the traditional view of England immediately
before the Norman Conquest, which still rules in our History
Schools. One has only to turn to the standard works of
Previte-Orton, Stenton, Trevelyan, to name only a few out of
many. The higher culture to be found in Normandy', we are
told, contrasted 'with the clownish inertness into which much
harried, subjugated England had fallen ... In spite of Edward
the Confessor's efforts, she had withdrawn into a Scandinavian
seclusion, and had sunk far below the level of an earlier time/2
'The continued decadence of Anglo-Saxon prose and poetry
in this period had been all of a piece with the political failure.9 8
'On turning from the history of England between 950 arid 1050
to that of Normandy during the same period, one is conscious
at once of passing from decadence to growth.'4 Year after
year our students learn this story of Anglo-Saxon decadence,
till it becomes a religious dogma, which it is impious to
question. And yet, what is the evidence? It all comes to the
1 PLUMMER, Alfred the Great, p. 199.
2 PREvni-ORTON, Outlines of Medieval History, 1924, pp. 121, 123.
8 TREVELYAN, History of England, p.m.
* STENTON, William the Conqueror, p. 23.
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